URBAN PREP ACADEMIES

Aces UP! 2009 Raises Over $100,000
for Urban Prep Academies
Over 300 people went all-in by donating $100,000 to
Urban Prep Academies on Tuesday, October 6 at the 3rd
Annual Aces UP! Celebrity Charity Poker Tournament.
The event, sponsored by Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., AmericanEagle.com, and Perkins-Coie, supported
Urban Prep’s mission of preparing boys on Chicago’s
South and West sides for college.
At Aces UP! long-time and new friends of Urban Prep
mingled with the hosts, Illinois State Treasurer Alexi
Giannoulias, Urban Prep Founder & CEO Tim King, Sun
Times Columnist and TV Personality Richard Roeper, and
former Chicago Bear Chris Zorich, as well as many more
local celebrities. (See top photo.)
Prior to the tournament, guests enjoyed cocktails and
hors d’oeuvres while taking in the panoramic view from
Roof, the hotel’s top-floor outdoor lounge. Following the
reception, players entered the “Poker Room” featuring
volunteer dealers from the Horseshoe Casino.
The tournament’s excitement grew over four hours as the
field whittled down to just ten players. Action culminated
at the final table, where before the first card was dealt,
Mark Chrisman suggested an impromptu auction for the
dealer position–the most advantageous seat at the table.
The “bidding for the button” came down to two players
and ultimately it was Chrisman who won with a $1,000
bid/donation to Urban Prep.

Aces UP! 2009 continued

Chrisman’s gamble did not pan out as well as he might
have hoped and he exited the tournament on the “bubble”
in sixth place - one spot away from winning a prize. The
fifth and fourth place prizes of $1,000 and $1,500 Visa
gift cards were won by Toye Adeyemo and Hanif Shekhem,
respectively. The final three players - Peter Damato, Bill
Lehman, and Kathleen Sullivan - put up a good fight, but
ultimately decided the best way to finish the evening
would be to “chop” (split) the remaining $10,000 prize
pool amongst them.
Money raised at Aces UP! will go a long well in helping
Urban Prep’s students achieve their educational goals.
Texas Hold ‘em may be a risky game to play, but there
are no stakes higher than the future of our children’s lives,
and few surer ways to improve the odds than the fine
college preparatory education provided by Urban Prep.
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